Suggestions for Sponsors

Here are a few suggestions for recruitment that should increase your effectiveness, help you properly interpret Emmaus, and be successful in your responsibility in sharing God's grace as a Sponsor.  

First, when you are talking to a married person, we strongly suggest you talk with both husband and wife.  We want spouses to make the decision together, and we prefer that their applications be turned in at the same time.  This is to help guard against the Emmaus experience becoming a divisive influence in a marriage.  When this rule is followed Emmaus can indirectly strengthen the spiritual bond in a marriage and family.  Should one spouse refuse to attend, we recommend a waiting period of six months to allow the Holy Spirit to work.  During this time period these people should be lifted up in prayer.  Then they should be re-invited to apply.  If one spouse still is reluctant to attend, submit the application for the willing spouse.

Second, to assure the applicant that you are personally interested in his or her attending, make plans to bring them to the Emmaus center for their send off.  Bringing them and helping them with suitcases, registration, and sharing in the send-off is a form of sacrifice.

Third, during the weekend you and your family become substitutes for the candidate. Leave your phone number with the spouse. Do something special for him/her during the weekend, such as giving him/her a few hours out during the day for shopping or some personal time.  Share a meal with them.  Let the candidate's spouse know that you love and want to care for him or her.

Last, you have responsibilities to the candidate: Pray for him/her during the weekend; Write him/her letters, pray, and sacrifice; Support him/her with your presence at the Candlelight (Saturday, 8:30 p.m.) and the Closing (Sunday, 4:30 p.m.).

Sponsor’s Responsibilities

Responsibility for the growth of a new Emmaus pilgrim rests squarely on the shoulders of the sponsor. Sponsorship is the most important job in Emmaus and good sponsorship is vital to the Emmaus community.  Wise sponsorship is purposeful and prayerful.  Follow these steps to be a good sponsor.

1. Those sponsored should include the following: church leaders; dependable church members who are the quiet backbone of the church; less active members who need their awareness of grace rekindled and their commitments renewed; Christians who are hungry “for something more” and who want to grow spiritually; respected laypersons and clergypersons whose participation, support, and leadership will encourage others to take the Walk; members of diverse congregations, denominations, and ethnic groups.

2. Talk to the prospective candidate about Emmaus.  Make a specific date (or at least be intentional) to explain all about Emmaus. Answer all questions. If the person is married, talk to both husband and wife, equally, and get both of their commitments. Tell the story of Emmaus by letting them know what happened to you.  Tell them how meaningful the talks, chapel visits, or worship services were.  We ask only that you not share about agape acts and the candlelight service.
3. You are responsible for agape letters for your candidate.  Spouses should know to write an agape letter, but the sponsor is responsible to ask all others for such letters.  Family letters should have an “F" in the upper/lower right hand corner so that they can be opened first.

4. When you get a letter confirming your candidate, call immediately and share your joy.  If for any reason your candidate cannot attend, please contact: 

           Shelley Schultz: 1615 10th Ave SW, Cedarrapids, IA 52404         


E-mail: quiltlady2008@q.com
5. Make sure your candidate confirms if he/she is attending.  Then keep in touch with your candidate until you bring him/her to the send off on the Thursday night of the weekend by 7:00 p.m., sharp.

6. Pray for your candidate during the weekend.  Keep in touch with his/her family and be a surrogate parent for the children.  Be available for emergencies.

7. Come to Closing to celebrate in the weekend, and then take the new pilgrim home.

8. Bring your new pilgrim to the first Gathering following his/her Emmaus Walk. If the spouse hasn't attended his/her Emmaus Walk, he/she should be invited to the Gathering anyway.

9. Make sure your new pilgrim gets into a group reunion. Invite him/her to yours a few times so he/she can experience it with you. If he does not want to become a member of your group, encourage him to find one of his own choosing.

10. Encourage your new Emmaus Pilgrim to be a Christian witness in his/her family, vocation, and church. Be his/her cheerleader so that Christ is shared with the world. Make the phrase "see how they love one another" be so evident in your life that people can see Christ and you as an overwhelming majority.
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